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in my Excu 
rhink it might do good, among ſt thoſe, at leaſft, for whom. it was defi 
And if 8 2 7 the leſs — 1 or my own Reputation, 
any Re ion 7 e nuade upon d. 4 1 
For, | Ind, 1 af neghepe te eſe pe all, dat n mrite and ſptok 
all the care I can, What ſhould be the Ground and Reaſon of all 
Diſpleafare. that has riſen of late, and the Clamour which bas been 
againſt me, upon the Account of a Sermen at the laſt Oxford, Al 
cannot yet apprehend, nor diſcover with all my Pain. * know 
Thoughts, and dare truſt them at any Time, 1 am not ' ſenſible f 
Deſign I had then, either in the preaching, or publiſhing that Diſc 
nor can I find, upen the cloſeſt Examination of it, any thing, that 1 
deli ver d there, which is not throughly conſiſtent with Reaſon and C 
ſtianity: ſo very far am I ſrom apprebending any Principles of Fact 
Sedition, ar Rebellion there,, againſt any Kingdom,” but chat of Da 
to which, I hope, I may have leave to profeſs my ſelf an Enemy.” | 
That 1 any direſt or oblique Reflections on the Queen, It 
deny: Nay I appeal te all the World, bet her I am nt partic 
careful to expreſs my ſelf with all the Doty and Venerat:on 10. Her 1 
ought. And 'twas eaſy for me to do ſo, becauſe I was all the while w 
from my own Heart and Aﬀe#ions. For "tis my Opinion, and ſhall 
conſtayt Aſſertion, that, ¶ we once go off from our Zeal and Duty. fe 7 
preſent Majeſty, 'tis to no purpoſe to pretend Obedience and Loyaity en 
Prince hereafter, from any Principles of the Church of * 
If I have then ſaid any thing there of the Danger of theſe Times, is 
directed againſt thoſe ill Men, that are both the Queen's Enemies ahdQ hin 
For, though we fear no Danger, for any want of Zeal and Affection [rut 
Church of Rage in Her Majeſty ; ani do verily believe in our 
we never ſhall have reaſon : Yet have we no Enemies to contend az 
theſe Days ? None that we have reaſon to be afraid of ; Are 15 
Schiſmatichs,. Heretichs, and Republicans amongſt us? Men, whoſe 
ciples are utterly inconſeftent with the Peace and Happineſs of our 


tut ion; or even with the very Continuance of it. Have we nn 
endeavour to moleſſ our Peace, and would be glad to ſee aur Ruin 
L e 


Won't we ſie Men of ng Religiny, 


a” © 
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Ariſy in, 
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- rad wh p ded meme an Enemy to 
ir looſe and vicious Live; nor theſe Men a; much Malice 
ever, and are they nat as ain ? can it be @ Breach of Duty to 
d, or the Queen, for thoſe, 'who by their Office are ed — 
er the Church, to warn Men of their Danger from oy 2 ? Muft 
cry peace, peace,, when there is no 2 8 vat ber 
| d in Conſcience, aud in 8 our great Maſter ſton, to 
60 vp our voice like 2 trumpet, and to ſhew the people 2 greſſiona, 
che houſe of Jacob cheir ſins? If; 58. 1, And hat not God threaten'd, 
t he will confound ns before their Faces; if we do otherwiſe ? Jer. „„. 
n we then think our ſelves ſenure from theſe lun who,”tis certpin, 
nt wo Wilt to ruin us at "amy time; hewſoever they redeavovur now — 

ein falſe and counterfeit Repreſentation 8 


varniſh over their baſe and dangerous Deſigns, 3 M 75 9 
ical Pretences *. 3 — expreſs all b 
ft the Church of D r * * 2 


ncour 8 

2% whom the very Name a Churth-man it a Reproath, and can 
wg che Pielomce of vads Rand, - Art there not Men | that con- 
ty out their Poiſon againſt the Two pure Fountains of Rili- - 
and Learning; the Univerſities ? That endeavour to poſſeſs the World 
þ ill Opinions of ; and to repreſent us #1 the Narſeries of Rebellion 
Faftion, of bad' Principles and worſe Practice. And, who can tell - 
hat fatal Conſequente 1his may be to the Peace and Welfare of tht N. 
. iv arte, emer res rs jn the Church. and Stare 
be thus y tradugs 2 - whin thoſe Stream, that reach = 
fog bout the whale — ſhall be vhur foul'd a polluted by th 
are anballow'd Feet of. theſe Sinners againſt their own-$ouls* , _ 
4 l% bm ap, and compleat the Tnfolence of nll the reſt; Are there 
Men in theſe Days +, who dare threaten us with our rwiy Danger, and 
ur, that we may have Occaſion, tn a liitle time, to praffice theſe Prin- 
[es of Meekneſs and Patience, which we teach And is there no Danger 
ſuch Men #1 theſe? And can we diſſemble ##? And ove we net bound = 
Duty to teach Mein to be aware of it * N wg ainft theſe Ment — ö 
things, that I intended, Ne Nn 
en tos ſeverely in that Diſcourſe, - I | 
2 Ind now, ro gre World may det wich ma, or a1 of my Paper rude 
% Actrount, I do nor ſo very well know, ee. Tun: 

. by the Grace God, 1 am fully reſolu d i 2 
Irruch, and the Anſwer of a Good Conſcence, ought 1» be, "=. | 
. e 
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c Im of cheſe Fellows, Uo Farther, [tha they ) — 
enſe of the whole Faction. | 


A 355 * Knot 16, ao ttt to 75 A char bat 


8 | ( 4 ) . 4 
IS AIAH IV. 7. 
No Weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhalt prope 

and every tongue that ſhall riſe "againſt thee 
Judgment thou ſhalt condemn. ' 1 


HE Promiſe here made of a Divine Protection and Security f 
| Evil, is immediately directed to the Church of God, «ga 
* which God aſſures her, upon his infallible Word, and * 8 
Pledge of his infinite and uncontrollable Power, no Deſigus 
PraQices of her Enemies ſhould ever prevail, how well ſoever form'd 
ſet together by the Rules of Policy, or the deepeſt Skill and Artifice 
Malice. In all their ſecret Plots and Contrivances, and in their 3 
open and violent Aſſaults, he tells us, he would be ſure to diſappe 
them by the Might of his own Hand: And. in their more refin'd, but 
_ tefi malicious Methods of Proceeding againſt her, by rhe way of 
and Objection, Diſpute and Controverſy, ſes her-ſelf ſhould be ſufhcieny g 
able to confute and baffle them, by the -and Evidence of 
Truth , No weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhull proſper ; and 
rongie that ſhall riſe againſt thee in judgment. thou hall condemn, 
And beyond theſe two things, if we confider them both together, 
mighty Strength of her Defence and Preſervation from wit bout, and 
Firmneſs of her own Cauſe and Conſtitution within, there can be not 
_ elſe neceſſary to give us the utmoſt Satisfaction of ber Coatinuance 
everlaſting Eſtabliſhment. | | 
To this purpoſe therefore God is pleas'd, from the 11th Verſe; of 
Chapter, to diſplay the full Force of both theſe Arguments for 
Church's Security, as it relies upon his Providence, and her own ng, 
Excellency ; and to ſpeak ſo great things of her, and in Terms of 4 
high Importance, as imply the moſt glorious State of Perfection in 
_ Church,” that tis poſſible for any Conſtitution in this World to'arrive 
Speaking to the Church, in the 11th'and 12th Verſes, by the way. of for 
ſemblance of her to a Building, ( a Style very frequent both in the 
and New Teftament ) he tells ber thus, 7 will lay thy flones with fa W 
lars, and lay thy foundations with Sayhires; And 1 will make thy 
dem of Agates, and thy gates of les, and all thy borders of 
fant ſtonet; that is, he would ſpare no Coſt or Charge about her, 
every part of her Structure muſt have in it a due Proportion of Q 
and Strength, of Firmaeſs and Beauty together: For this we know | 
peculiar Excellency ot thoſe precious fomes, that are here brought 
the Propher, as the choice Materials of her Compoſition. 
And becauſe they are ſo, and for that the Church is here ſaid - 
Jeunde d upom and built up with them; hence we are enabled the! ron! 
ta underſtand what is here intended by this figurative way of Spes yu 
viz. All chat divine Excellency of Dorin and Gevernmyns, Mü eon 
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(3 
Tary and eſſential to the Church of God; upon which it was at f+# 
inded, and by which it mult always ſtand. Which appears more evi- 
ic yet from what follows in the 13th and 14rh Verſes, where the Pro- 
3 y fn wow, e 
the Lord, eat the peace of thy children. In righteouſneſt 
|: thou he Hall 4 Pep Ee 490 RR 


dm her own inward 
fore the Text follows her Protection from wit bout, from the Power und 
ovidence of God ſurrounding and guarding her on every 

ret and open Arrempts of thoſe — : 

th Verſe, They ſhall ſurely gather together 


„bet not by me 1 who 


tainly blaſt and defeat the 
oogly ſoever combin'd in their Numbers, or united in their Counſels a- 


is, which he had doclar d he would do, He s, io the 16th Verſe, 
his abſolute and irrefiſtible Power, upon which all Creatures, even the 
oſt horefall of them, depend, not only for their Being, but their Power 
Aion : And therefore, to be ſure, nothing could ever prevail to do 
iſchief beyond rhe Bounds and Limits that were ſet to it by bis Will, 
d high Permiſſion, © Behold, I have created the ſmith that h the 
al; in the fire, and that bringeth forth an inflrement for his work; and 


alice, but proceeds a borrow'd „and can go no further 
an God will let him. The ſmith that with the long worketh in the 
l;, as this Prophet elſewhere expreſſes it, and faſbioneth it with ham- 
s, and worketh it with the firength of his arms, I; 44.12. molt fort 
d/aint in his Spirirs,were it not for that God, from he derives the 
ry Strength which be abuſes to Inftramenrs of Cruelty and Superſtition ; 
: WE depends, both for his Abiliry, and for his Succeſs in his work, upon a 
m per above him, And therefore where God has once made the Promiſe, 


formed ag ain 
in j 


her ſhall proſper, and every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt 
condemn | 


er his Church, and her own ſufficient Eflabliſhmene ; for that God is in- 
itely powerful and careful of ber, therefore No weapon that is formed 
gainſt ber ſhall proſper : and becauſe Pe is eſtabliſhed upon everlaſting 
rounds of Truth, ſbe muſt prevail aguinſt all Exceptions of ber Encthicy, 


ent, to arraign her Truth and Innocence.” - 


romiſe of ProceQion, made to the Church in general, may be apply'd 
our own in particular,” and upon what Grounds we may hope for 
dcompliſhmeat of it to our ſely es. os, 


Thus far then we ſce the Prophet repreſents the Church's Security 
and Conſticution. In the two next Verſes 


fide; from the - 
Behold, ſays God in the 


inſt hey, And for a Convict ion to Men, that be was able to de all 


e Church 8 with a full Security, Qyat No weapen that 
ſhe 


Which words, de now ſee, are u ſhort Inference drawn from the joint 
dree of both the ſoemer Arguments; the warchtul Providerice of God 


1d condemn and filence every tongus that fh 11 ageinft hey in Jadg- . 
10 Diſcoorfing upba theſe" words; 1 ſhall, Firſt, Enquire how tar the 


A3 Secondly, 


ll gather together againſt thee, ſhall fall for thy ſake: chat is, he would 
Deſigns and latentions of her Enemies, ho 


a, created the waſfttr to deſtroy : There is no Artificer of Fraud or | 


-» 


8 6 ) : N 
Secondly, 1 ſhall endeavour to repreſent our former '£ | 
rances, by the Providence of God over us; and how fully God has 
quitred his p romiſe to our Church hitherto, in defending ua, borhs fre 
the Deſigns, and againſt the Objections of our Enemies; and this with 
more particular Regard to the Occaſion of this P. 
Thirdly, 1 vill ſhew how well qualify'd our Church is at preſent 
aoſwer the Cavils and Reproaches of her Enemies againſt her, dad g 
what Conditions, on our part, we may yet hope to be ſecur'd from th 
De 5. 8 6 | | che 
f 151 Arg enquire how far the Promiſe of God'i Protection, and 
perual Defence eo his Chareh in general, may be apply d to our own 
particular; and upon what Grounds we may hope, through Gods Mk 
ey, for the Accompliſhment of it to our ſelves, And "tis no more | 
neceſſary for me to make a DiffinHion in this caſe, becauſe" there I 
great à Difference here to be obſery'd between Promiſe made to the 6 
zhelick or Chriſtian Church in general. and the ſame when apply 
any particular Church or Conſtitution whatſoever "and we cant gept 
upon the Performance of a Promiſe, when tis referr'd to this, or that] 
any one part of the Chriſtian Church, with'the ſame Evidence and 
rainty of Faith, that we may for God's continual,” Preſervation of 
Church it ſelf. For his Engagement to the Church in general way't 
that he would buid' it upon à ſecure Foundation, and preſerve it by 
Providence over it, and Preſence is it, te the end Of the Werl; that 
gates of hell ſhould never prevail.againft it, that is, yo deſtructive 
thods of the Enemies of the Chriſtian Religion ſhould ever prevail 
the final and univerſal Ruin of it: But that he would "always 
up the Light of his Truth in the World, and take care, that . 
| ſoever J. 60. 2, darkneſs might cover the turth, and groſt Hark 
the people, yet his bleſſed Son d have always a Lamp. r Kings 1 
before him in the World; always a number of Men upon Earth, 
where or other, profefling his holy eternal Truth. But then, that 
Society of Men owning and profeſſing the Faith of Chriſt ſhould be 8 a 
the very ſame, ang conſin d to the ſame Place and Nation, he has g 
us no ſuch infallible Security from his word, that ve know of ; ung 
are ſure, by the Event, it has been ſometimes otherwiſe ; and God if 
felf has often threaten'd the contrary, and executed it for the Sir 
Men; Rev. 2, 5, When he has remov'd his Candleſtick from a Nagzion 
their Abuſe of che Light which he had given them; aod/ trunſlates 
King dom from one People to another, that would bring forth the 
of it in their Lives and Converſations. Marth 21.43, Where are now 
Seven famous Churches of Ma, that were once the Glory of the 


=. _ 1» 0 


tran World! Has not God queach'd their Light, Prov. 20. 30. and pal. 
our in Ob/curity ! Has he not withdrawn his more eſpecial Preſence iii." 
them, and given them up to be ſo. far over run with Ignorance, Barbary ®" 
and puper ſtition, that there is hardly the Print of true Religion 80 x 
Hund amongſt them! And does be not ſtill ſuffer them to live under 


Tyranuy and Oppteſſion of their Egemics, that rule over them * 


* 


of Icon l. Sanger 
e concerning, them 
:i/iorical Account of the Evils they have laffered. it * 
© (ce then, that God does not think Fim bound by his "Pai 4. 
G, or by Vertue of any Promiſe to the Church in g pre-., 
any one particular Church, any longer, than it hs hots 32 
of Holineſs and Fg a its own Conftprion, 45 the. Me 1.9 
vhich he expe alvays haye 
© or other of the World, till 1 End of it; but v 


KP, read j + 
TY L of w_ Teh, ſcems hen 


ur Neighbgurs ſhall be I or any Ly of! 12 
Conflidgrations xy Nature and 10 125 os, an 4 
the Behaviour of 0 * * ny. 15 I re Hall be; 
true Chriſtian Church, as long as re 2 Has ab- 

ely promis d, Ter the Io ew ard of hat al $ e 

pay, claim, it in the ight ana V ! n | 

him ; for he a, to that End, that ke might p 255 e * 4 yy 


liar people zealous [of þ 24 12 575 Tit. . 2 there 
ag'd his own Tr oh fag 1 2 the e 
f the travail of his font „ and be fore! g. A. 3. Ihe, - 
an no otherwiſe pronounce our own particular 
hat, which be will always continne to 1 — + > 
Mt Enquiry, thoſe Marks of a true in it, which we may 
| never bail 5 fo that, in et. 7 ſee, the Promiſe of FED 
zo the Carbolick NS as ch, is abſolute, and without reſerve, 
oF only upon the, Merits of our Saviour, and with reſpe@ to thoſe 
but the 1 to * parti 4 T ee is 2 5 and 
þ depend bot upon che Natture tytion, and upon our 
Lives ton, Who are che Members of itt. * 
all rherefore non eqdeavour to ſhew that the Chores of England 
thoſe Qualifications. or Conditions in it, ſo far ad concerns it fel, YO 
pugh. the Mercy of God, wil always engage his Preſence i * er 
ou over it, if ve re not wanting to our Elves. 
The two great things, that go to make up the Nature of CY 
Doctrine and Diſcip line, and therefare where theſe are found 
pureſt, thar Church in u. ſelf is, beyond all queſtion, the molt ang 
excellent in its Frame and Coũſtitution of any other in übe World,. 
has the ſoreſt Title to the Div iae Protection upon that account. 
Now there is in the Church af England, and we mag appeal to alt che 
old for it, the 1 Purity, of Doctrine and, Worſhip poſsble ag. 
Q the Laws and Rules of our Religion, as it 8 
wulle Smoogh us. and the Religico” th our” ee og vo Bra br iy 
Golpel. The Articles of our Ky moſt of rbem,cxpreſly ar 


Nin 


in very Words in * W A and the. reft 
Juced by plain and, 1 from. thence ;. TE | 
our C 1055 as it yl 06 Ae any other, are, wo 


them, laid out and of fad. accor oſha ond 8 8 1 5 
| general Tenony of en Savjour 


a 
* p 
» * : - 
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any one thing, in the whole Scheme of our Region that we enjoinas 
ceffary in its own Nature, which is not clearly ſo by the Laws of G 
ianity? Or do we corrupt the Goſpel of our Sewiour, by wreſftingit 
any falſe and violent Senſe, either to ſerve our Intereſt, or diſguile4 
Faulte of our Practice? Do we deal with tbe Scriprares as the Church 
| Rome does } Do ve either cn or cancel any of them, in 
ro reconcile it to our Vices, that fo it may leſ⸗ \ and oppoſe 
roneous Opinns or Cuſtoms amongſt us? (9 #08 
He that ſhall look into the Roles of Faith and Manners deliver 
the Papi ſis, will find them ove 's with ſuch Numbers of umme 
bond unlawful. Articles; be will find the Iwpentrons 


(8) 


ound upon the Confcicnce, under ſuch impudent Precences of a l 
thority, when there is not one word to be found for them in the 
Scriptures, but a great deal that makes | quot z he will find 

aineſt Rules of Life and Practice, either ſo expreſly deny d, or cles 
[appointed of their juſt Influence, by the falſe and Impious Interpre 
tion of their Doctors, that he mult preſently conclude the great Folly 
Danger of that Religion to the Souls of Men, and that forely in * 
tho do worſhip God, teaching for Dofrines ſuch Commandments a 

. They defeat the main Defign of the Chriſtian Faith, and render 


i 


only means of Grace almoſt utterly ineffectual, by mixing with it ſo t 
of their own Corruptions. | | TY 
That we have then utterly renounc'd the Errors. of theſe Men, 
all others, and that we are clearly gone out from amongſt them, and h 
reform'd our ſelves upon the true Model of all Rehgion, the Word 
God himſelf, is and ought to be ſome gronnd of Cotifort ro us, , and 
Encouragemeat to depend on God for out Defence and Preſervation! 
being the God of Truth, he will be the great Patron and Froese 
and we can't but think him there to be more immediately concern'd 
\ Its Intereſt, where be finds it in the greateſt Purity and Ferſection: 
therefore we may be ſure that, unleſs the Sins of Men exceed; and p 
yoke his Juſtice beyond Meaſure, he vill never offer his own'Cauſe eol 
Under the Alverſaric i Hand, to be either wdermin'd by the ſecret 


mprs, or to be unf lern by the violent Aﬀſaules of Error 2od"Sop 


ition. 


So much then for the Do#rine of oor Church; and as for our Dif 
line. and the outward Circumſlances of our Worſhip, even therg,. whe 
Tis left uuderermin'd by the Word ot God, and feferr'd to the Prifden 


and Directioo of our Church-Governours z yet tig all ſo full of Or 


ahd Beauty ; ſo well adjuſted to Mens Neceffiries, fo wiſely ſuited tos 


preſs the inward Frame and Temper: of Religion, and to affifi'and} 
more 2 true Devotion in the Hearts of Men; that, if we judge not 
cording to our Prejudices, but our Reaſon, we muſt conclude, that" 
that is #he God of Order is highly pleas d with it, and that he wall be 
lous of its Honour, and will ſtaud up in its Defence himſelf, as e 
80 in us a juſt Zeal and Concern for its Support. For a; there is 
210g, Which the Providence of God is more concern 'd for in the 1 
0 1 . 


Y n 50 
eee eee 
of Worſhip more agreeable to his Will than that, which 
End and Intereſts of Religion. And therefore thoſe 

t Worſhip, are certainly the beſt and pureſt, which tend to 
moſt worthy Opinions of God, to create the moſt ſerious | 


t deny. | 
Church, and der e — — 
ly Scriptures z and then to take each, part of our Diſcipline aſunder, 
to prove its Conformity to the-word af God, or to the practice oſ tha 
eſt and moſt primitive Ages of the Church, before ever Popery was 
rd of in the World; when Religion was at the higheſt pirch ot Fer- 5 
tion, 2 Profeſſors, and the Circumſtances __ | 


aner d, and what — of — be drawn from 
nce to conclude God's more eſpecial Providence and warchful Concern 
the Preſervation of a Church, v hich has fo much: Kanaan 
Frame and Conſtitution of it. 72 
f we obſerve the Method of the Propher's Reaſoning whe Weta bes | 
my Text, we find he infers the Promiſe and Title it has to God Al- 
phty's Protection and Defence, as à juſt Conlequence from ihoſe acm, 
le Advantages of Truth and Beauty laid in the Foundation and gtru- 
re of it. I will make thy windows of Agates, and thy gates of Cary 
cles, and all thy borders of pleaſant tones : and all thy chiliren ſhall 
aught of che Lord, and great ſhall be the peace of thy children : And, 
m hence it follows, Ne weapen that is form — againſt thee ſball proſper. 
en the Church was arriv'd to that and Glory, which God 
elf defign 'd for ir, and in which himſclf delighted, there ſhould them 
a Defence. upon all this glory ;- If, 4. 5. and he. would ſpread out ch 
s of his protection over it, as rn Charge nn 9 of. big: 
re immediate Concern and Tuition, * 3 nr 

e find in the Holy Scriptures, with har Reluance' God himEelF u 5 
relented to Wee when the Sius ot Men oblige bim to deſert, and 
irpate a Church which himſelf had founded, more particularly in ti 
Chaprer of Iſaiab, whcre he is brought in under Ex of this. 


aged af ' capottularing vith che Jews, wyy they | 


(10) 
would alles oy ce tis IDS pk od opt put bla 
wintyard; when he deſign d the greateſt Care and Kindaels over ir, 
had taken all the Methods poſſible for its Preſervatian and ,Continuang 
Bot they had diſappointed: all by their Sins, and therefore. he was 
conſtrain d, even contrary to his on Inclinations, to deſert. them, 
break don the hedge of their Defence, and to leave em open to 

Rapine and Violence of their Enemies. Aud ae, O Inhabitants Pt 
ruſalem, and men of Judah, judge, 1 pray you, berwizt me and my 10 
yard, © What could haus been done more te my. vineyard, „ 
wot done in it wherefore men I looked that it ſpeutd 5 forth. erg 
brought it forth wild grages ? | And nem go ta ; 1 will. tell you mbig 
wrl do to my vineyard] will Joke ey the hedge there], i [hall 
exten up: and break down the wall thereof and it ſpall be tr 
3, 4, J. And though we have now no new Prophecies deliyer'd ys, . eve 
concerning the Methods of his Dealing with the Church on Tat 
K being himſelf always the ſame, we ma) be ſure he obſcrves (ill, 

me Meaſures of Wiſdom and Juſtice in his Diſpenſations towards it. 
face we plainly find the Purity and greater Pecſection of the Char 

Conſiijtution, in old times, to he a greater Argument for his Preſervar 
and Deliverance of her, we mult conclude the ſame nam, with rolped 
any Chriſtian Church at preſent, 'where the Purity of, [Religion hall ; 
vail. ' The ſame render for the Salvation of Men's Souls will ir 
and oblige the Father of Mercies to continue them in the rage of i 
beſt Religion upon Earth, our own, till there is no Hopes lef 
vin be the better for it, and till they render themſelves 1 cor 
of the Bleſſings they enjoy: And when they e to fab 
— — , it then becomes Mercy in God to withdraw « 
Means of Grace from them; fince, upon their want of Improvement 
—— Religian, it muſt oe 2 r 8 
10 uation ICT 
= . 1 have now endeavour'd to ſhew you, bow fie ws ut 
| the general Promiſe of ProteRion made to the Char 12s it dale 

ſelves in particular; and by whac Meaſures we may of God's c 

eſpecial Regard to, and Care over, any Conſtitution, ; namely, as | 
the beſt and pureſt in it (elf, and produces anſwerable Fruits ig Wan 
and Practice of Men. 

I ſhall now go on, Secondly, to repreſoot our ſarmer great Delive rü 

by the Provinence of God over us; and how fully God. bas acqffirred 
Promiſe hitherto, by defending us both. from the Deſigns, and agaiaft | 
malicious Objections, of our old Enemies of the Church of. 2 8 
that with'a more particular regard to the Occaſion of tha Day, 

'Tis well knowa, amonglt choſe that have heard, or underſtand 
thing of the: Hiſtory of our Reformation, what violent Meaſures, and 
Artifices of Dewi/a/h Policy were made uſe of, in thoſe firſt and peri 
gemes, either to. keep us always in gur Errors, or to bring us back 
to cache by a Set of Men of che lesſeſt Prmgiples, * blackeſt Mab 
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1 GE Religion ir ſelf no — Precence of wil bs, 
„ih their own vicked Defigns,and keep up the Pomp and Grandeur... 
mm eir 4pofface Church, For Pupery id u Religion, if ir deſerues that 
e, N it the very and wound it in; * 


moſt tender and vital parts; bringing down the high and heavenly: + 
rines of our Bleſſed' Sa viaur to ſerve a mere world ee dee 


a aſt Uſarparion upon the Eftatcs, Liberties, and: Con- 
a 2 Religion, whoſe Goalime ſs 1 only gain, whoſe Do- 


es are ſenſual and Deviliſb. whoſe Devetion is da, and 
ipline is Tyranny : Which endures no Reſtraints of Conſcience, me 
ſtand in tion with prefent latereſl and Power: Which ig - 
res Men in à Life of Looſeneſs and Seaſuality, changiug or reverſing, 
he SanQions of the Goſpel; rhe utmoſt Forte — 
accepting, inſtead of conſtant Holin is of - Life; an eaſy Penance 
he eternal Puniſhmenrs of another World; denounc'd upon every 5 
nan chat e r propoſing Ids ſlight cu any <p 


ey. + 13 ©. 4815, ir N Wer 
nd 'twas with theſe! Men's Pi 


- 


and Praiices our Church — 
now copflicting almoſt t wo — Years, And their Malice agi 
2s been always beiglften'd add enrag'd- the greater Oppoltion 
e was till between them and us in Matters Religion 
nd as they hever wanted Principles, ſo neither did they 
dortuniries, to our Ruin, bad not che Hand of God-himſelf incerpos &. | 
bur Security: When our Church ac the Beginning of the | 
as yer tender, and bur ® very lit ie ' Flock, it was fort d however t 
ple with the long · ſettld U ſurpations of Prejudice, and againſt all abe 
dvantages of an Enemy. arm'd with Terrors,” and fir d wih R 
many Deſigns were ſtill in hand, either by Fraud or Violence to he; 
turn'd the Church of England, and to have flifled it in ts very da- 
y ! "Twas compaſs d in by Enemies on evcry ſide: witheat . 7 
WS and within were fears : Fears even from the who pretended? * 
ber Friends, and yet were ready, upon any favouzalle Occalion, wa | 
let ia the Enemy upon her with all his:Violence, Aud yet we fee ; 
ne ble Strength; and Firmnels of Truth, however naked and-nnarm 
i tem:peral Advantages, when ſapported and ſuſtain d by the bein 
and Influence of Heaven, How did our Church; in :theſe «#55, Rand. 
in the midſt of all the Floods of her Perſecuturs,: paſs fate through 
heir Atta!" HW the ſame an Triuwpk over ail their One- 
ne * 1} | Ae e Yo i Hot3 | 
or neither did: y fail -in any r of Wis or Arrifice of Learning, 
y had been t, to oppoſe tho Truth, aud to have ſuppor 
vr. Almoſt all the Means and Opporrunities of Learning were, a 
time, in their-Hands add by/along'UG@ god Prepariitiony they had | 
mente ready upon every tun f and 4nduſtry endugh to apply the m 
all Advantage, And yet even then, by the good Providence of God, * 
e were found Men lien to tagd op. in out 2 * 
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w_ 
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encounter our ſharpeſt Enemies at their own ing | and to bear 
#aawn, by the Force of Truth, to their Confuſion, 

Such as this was. the perpetual Conteſt for many Years; and t 
fanding our Adverſaries were ſtil] the more whetted by cotane O Or 
tion, and had gone as far in the Reſearches of Learning, 26 
fable for Men of the beſt Abilities, and greateſt Application, of that: Fi 

God Almighty never left his Church without able Pillars to ſuf 
'3 and added more Strength, where the Weight was heavier, and 
and Negeſtity of times requir'd it. So that even the 
themſelves, thoſe reſiu d Diſpurants, fo well vers d in all the Shifts 
Quirk: of Reaſoning, have been forc'd to give out in their own way 
ies; ard ſilently co own the Burden too great for them, and their 
too bad to be defended by ſuch Methods. So far has the Promiſe of 
in the Zext, been verified to our Church already; in that She ſurt 
ted all the Objections of her worſt and moſt ingenious Adverſaries, 
condemn d to Silence every tongue that role in judgment to oppoſe 
gut when theſe Mcaſares were entirely diſappoipred, there were of 
Rill to undermine our Church, by the more ſubtile Arts 
Policy, and /Contrivances of dark and hidden De 6. And 
to theſe our ſure and faſt Friends the Jeſuits have y had Rech 
of late, being leſs. concern d new for mighty — of Le 
ing, once in their Order, if they can ſerve their own Canſe, and 
found their Enemies, by Arguments found much more effeQual t has 
pouting: I mean, thoſe very powerful Ones of Nre und Faget ; of C 
Maſſacre: ; of Plots and C ooſpiracies ogainſt the Lives of Kings 
their People: one of which well urg d, and ſet home, has very after: 
them more Service in a Nation, than fourty Arguments from Reaſon, 

And amongſt the reſt of theſe, the C of this Day claim 
Precedence of helliſh Policy; and repreſencs all their Skill in Ruin, 
reſin d Arts in Blood and Murder, at one View. A Defign hatch d 
ſo much Malice, ſo deeply laid, and ſo ſecretly carried on ; ſo nb 
effected, and of fo wide and deſtruQive an Influence if it had ſuc 
that we may defy the Records of former Times to ſbew an Inftancd 
it, or the utmolt Villagy of the preſent and furur Ages to rontrive 
A Deſign, that muſt have overturn d our Conſtitution at own blos; 
all the Honour of our Nation in the Duſt at once ; and have for e 
prevented the means of our Recovery. Yn 

If ve judge then of the Greatneſs of 4 Deliverance by the de 
the Danger we eſcape ; it becomes us often in our privane Theughts, 
on every Occaſion, however always upon the 2 of this 
lemnicy, to render our higheſt Tribute of Pal and Than ks to the 
of Heaven, fur this ſo great a Bleſſing, that ſo very nearly 'conce 
Fill: the lafloence of which we feel all of us at this very Day: i | 
withour it we ſhould either, moſt of us, not have been ar all, or 
been always miſerable.” And now we are all well and happy this os 
> 209 Emavdne ProreQion, ang in the Seaſe and ä ef 
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— 


| „ 14 
y For which een O Ged,-be graut en 9. 
tien. N e eee N 
here a nation under heaven, that bas Co ſo near te thim for their 


nce and ſafety, as this great aud happy people ; Happy if they know 
ir own Happineſs, and have the Hearts to give God the Praiſe aad 


ry for it ! He 6s the rack of our defence, and the Gel of our e 24 
1; Therefore will we not fear though the earth be mvid; and 2 
hills be carried into the mid# of the ſea, Thengh eh waters t 


4 a rhe mountains ſoaks at the zempeft of the 
6. 2, J. 
od ff comp to che Third and Loft pare. of my Dittes 'ro thew | - 


well qualify'd our Church is at es anſwer the Cavile and Re» 
aches o ber Enemies, and how we may fill hope to be ſecur d from 


nd chis 1 cake to bo vary pertinedt to the Aim and Inrendunent ob-eny 
xr, which is not levell'd at the Church's Enemies of any one parti» 
y Strain or Denomination. ; 1 CE OO 
Security from their Attempts and Objections agai in all Ages. 
\ Tandes cls however, that have the neareſt Relation to this 
ſent Time of our . and which, though we 1 
2 never ſo often before, by e e 
| Praftice, are yet fil! produc and urg'd — 2 — 
order to their own Deſigus; — at the ſame time, they chemſelved _ 
, or ought to have been, entirely cenvinc'd, boch of the utter Vanity 
| Slander of them t And they are theſe that follow ; 
hat our Church is PopiſÞ in its Ceremonies and'Diſcipline j and that 
oſe Men, who ſtand ap with the greet Zeal i her Defence ul Vin 
ation, are Popiſbly inclin'd, and affeted eo a Pep Intereſt, | 
to the Former of theſe, one would have expected, after ſo many 
orious TraFs, written on Purpoſe to vindicate our Church in this, 
ot by Meo, who many of them themſelves ſuſfer d in their deareſt u. 
ſts, and ſome of them in their v TG SDS Len to. 
TR CE ulte out of 
and that, though 2 — retaia'd the Inka guclene 
ice ail againſt our as ever , yet they might, ia Prudence, 
e ſpar d themſelves the idle pains of atracking it by a Weapon, that 
d loſt all irs Edge and Force againſt us ſo long ago. Tis ndt /poflible | 
me, in a Diſcourſe of this ſhort Compaſs, to paſs through the long! 
ges of this ay ops in all ita parts; n 
er Men to ſome ol theſe ſubſtantial Tyeatiſen written in our 
da this Subject, with ſo much Cleatnefs, and Strength, and forte f 
gument , that we have bever kabvn them yer auſwer d to "#4 
rpoſe ; bag Foc oma ne Sande N (+; 7 
tion are, Bi s or- the Church of Eng vl 
. Hooker, Geng Chilingw ny 6's Books ; the af of whom ol N 
aced v. Autark f Inſolenee by the fades a” \ 
orl 
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2 n . thai we ens 
of, unleſs 'twas, becauſe he had fo eſſectoally und 
their old Charge of Popery aguinſt the Charch of "England, by 
ting ber ſo very clearly and powerfully. from any Imputatlon of thay 
ture, And to thoſe Men, who afterall the Pajas and Travel oft 
great Men I have here nam d, and others, the moſt learned in the We 
will have the Courage, ot the 6 till to be ſuggeſting this 
thredbare Cavil againſt us, I thin it neceſſa ry at preſost to male 
other Reply than this general one; That almoct every Uſage: of 
Conſ:queace, enjoyn'd at pteſent by * Church of England in ber 
vice, is to be found in the ancient Liturgies and Hiſonſes of the bu 
tive Church; long before ever Pepery came to prevail Ache Wer, 
the Church of Rowe was known for its Corruption © + 0 

But then, as for the other Objection againſt us, That Church. | 
in the Zeal they ſhew for the Church, | have il! Defignsy and are affe 
to 2 Popiſh lntereſt ;/ this is a Cavil indeed of a more moderh Dace, 
freſher Stamp, and fit to Spring up in an Age ſo very corrupt as 
and ſo utterly loſt to the true Spirit and Teraper of Religion. We 
remember however, how much Service this Cry of Popery, againit 
true Defenders of the Church, did thoſe ill Men, whoſe Deſigu was 
thing leſs than to overturn it in the Beginnings of the laſt great Reht 
en: And, when they urge it againſt us now; upon no more Reaſon, 
with the fame or greater Violence, than they did even ben in thoſt 
of Days, when all Men ſaw, by the fad Conſcquendeb, bat they 
been, all along driving. at; I would only ask, whether it may not g 
us ſome Suſpicion, that there is a' Race of Men in the "Wor | 
their Aims, by the ſame meant, ät the ſame Nie Endr; their Voie 
thers once zecompliſh'd ; ne. n of ove \ſtizati 
both in Church and State. cnn 165150] 

But how wreaſoxable are Men in theſe malicious 
© Us, for ever { What greater Evidence could y have been 
any time, that the. Members of the Church of England' arc at 
eſt Diſtance. from Yny. PoprſÞ Inclinations, that we have dot Fee 
Have we not taken all the Oaths to the s, Ma jeſty, and the 
Settlement, that were requir d of us? I am ſure, they are 
in Charity, and by the Laws of Chriſtianity, to think we have day e 
with a good Conſcience, and thorough ſatisfaction to our Selves, 
they can prove we bave not; which we hope they. never 3 
And yet — all, Hill we muſt be Popiſbly affefted | > 

. If Arguments from Reaſon and un 10 not fatizfy — let 

Ste Ld, Clarendon, Book Vil, 2. Worn" 

+ By Cheynell ar his Burial, See Chey gelle Accent of hte, Chill 
worth's e Death, and Burial, -pecially his Speech at his Fun 

+ And for any Man more thorough SavisfaSidn in ſay ping; * 
cenſal & Eſtrange s Allance of Divine Office, - 1 
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e nov to Hiſtory, S 
Church 7 and her beft and oH au Membiri, in a 
p Reign, when Popery was jut rolling in upon us Me a mig 
age, ſtood up with that Strength and Bravery" to oppoſe itt 
were the great Banks and Shores to break the Violence sed Fury of it? - 
z the Diſſenters, [ro their eternal Shame and Conviction be it 0 | 
d all their Addrefſes and Complements to the Gorvernment, und it LO 

; oi many infitmating Favduts from it, which the”. D 72 

— Eg land · men refuſed, upon Principles of Conſtience. But 13 
e Good: men! ( notwithſtanding their ſeeming n 

prher times) could then comply to any thing, ii 5 
Church's Eſteem and Authority by it ; and, r or whats 
elſe, were very eaſy and well plens d, and cared Genies in thei _ 
Priviledges; only co ſee us benearh/themſelves, | | 2 
ſhall not here inſiſt, that almoſt all thoſe noble Defatices, ir "_ 


a5 


FFS 


E. 


e, cren againſ Popery in rhoſe times, vere done by the Hands of Cherch- 
28 z all beſides three cold Pamphlet, that 014 but us it vere in 
Le „In be, as I cheir Authors had been a ham“ of them, and perhaps 
ut y had ſome reaſon, Boe 1 will adt e e "07 longer u# an ONS 
n 2g2ioft theſe Men, that they wrote no more agtinft Popeyy 


ys, for it may be they were not able; , am for 6 Argus 3 
Charity for them, if ve think fo. © 5 | 
IN Sate W 40 one Ref 
at that Time? In this great and learned Body of our own 
fy, as there not one whole Society turn d out of all their N 
their brave Defence of their Religion, and a good Conſciener # Add 
the — rd in Mind and Win to undergo the ſame, firthe 
— upon the ſame Reaſon, ' At rh Time, Men that 
no great Kindneſs for for us before, even our worſt Enemies, P a. + ; 
A, 20d convinced that we had no Mixture of Popeyy in 
1 they ſaw our Price ſo cleary 2 derte dal Quehtion. Ee Na ! 
is this Argument in dur Behalf, ſo .ſoon forgottem id theſe Day 
| why muſt Church-Men ſtil} be-arraign'd as Papiſtr'?' When the Pu- 
themſelvet will own they met with no ſeverer ( and 
heir err 4) SEE deſt Members 1 Chureh of b. 
4. Kg VNR $9 el 5 
a ate aaa os. h 
y never bebe ve us that we are no Friends to Pepery, that We art at the 
reſt Abhorrence to, and Diſtance from ir; and ure ready to vndergo 
thing rather than comply with it + Will Men neyer be perſunde d 
t ve are willing to ſuffer again, unleſs they ſeeus do {6 ? And rb ſee | 
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indeed might perh ips ſerve to gratzfy their Malice uguiaſt vs ; bur 

nn. there is nothing wanting, wWichour it, to (ati A 
2 — 3 . 1-2 

See the — ＋ Books and Pamphlers written ir n time 7 
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258 7 to be K that. nothiag vill N c 
rpoſe indeed to dwell any longer upon thy Argument. 
Pd ce then mach Reſon ur 

of our Enemies, may ll hpe . from the 


ty, with which theſe Times 


At oor Minds with, juſt Value and Efeerh for our ; 
| gaio « firm and upſhaken Zeal for it in our, Hearts, and be 


= preſs it, upon all Occaſions, in our Words and Actions, 


never think it ſelf concern d to ſecure us in the 
- though never ſo. good a one, if we our {el 
clves unworthy of the great Adv | 


ar the. en of them, yet they vill oot fo much as 
TEM Hands for their own Security, 
A Above all, Er h a er Zeal Ora Hal 


KY 2 — yrs werene 1 
4 and to 3 


el ele 
F Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1. 5, 6 
* the p Religion in the World. 


And may God Almi all Grate, at in thi 
ty Eee eg tr ing n hee 
. yet, for Jeſus Chriſt, bis Sake : To 
„ be given all Praiſe, 
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